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ChatRoom
for Teens

[ESSON 01 can1 Speak to Sue?

Warm-up Vialog

reeling Better

Bobby : Hi Mrs. Jones. How are you?

Mrs. Jones :I'm very well Bobby. How are you?

Bobby : Im okay now. Thanks.

Mrs. Jones :Sue said you were sick.

Bobby :Yes, I had the flu. [ had to miss a week of school.

Mns. Jones :Well Im glad you feel better now.

How do youfeel?

[™eel rwchb # er.



Bobby May I speak to Sue?
Meb, Jones :I'm sorry, she isn't home now. She’s still in ballet class.
Bobby :When do you think she’ll be back?

M. Jones :She said she was going shopping first. So maybe she’ll be

home in two or three hours.
Bobby :May I call back then? Or can she call me?
Mns. Jone™ :Of course! Can I pass along a message?

Bobby . Just tell her I need some help with all the homework [

missed.

* Questions

1. What is Sue's complete name?
2. Where is Sue? What is she going to do next?
3. Why is Bobby calling her?
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e1: What does aHan” on” mean?

©2 When would someone “se that

expression?

HM: What other, jimijar, expre®ionj
could you use instead of aHan” on

please”?

What doej ¢fou ve got the
wrong numbed5mean?

©2 When would someone %se

that expression?

. I'fsomeone told you ycuVe
got the wrong number,
what would you say?
What would you do?

A 1 take %

m@ssa: # f ©1: When do people uje this

expression?

@2 hf you were asking someone to
take a fries*sage, vvhaf would
you say?

e!l: We do not hear this
expression much anymore.
Why not, do you think?



"4.

©1:

©2

What are “ome differences
between talking and textin*?

How often do you text?
Who do you wsually text to?
Who do you usually talk to?

Which method of
communicating do you think Is
more convenient? Why?

©1: Po you often get spom? How
many do you "et

per week?
(g2 How do you cope vvith it?

<al: Why do people *end spatr)?
What do you think about thehV?

Do you uje the internet on
your phone? Why or why not?

W hat do you vse the internet
for mojf of the time?

. hf you use the internet on your

phone, how much does it cost?
/s that a reasonable fee?



LESSCI\I 01 Can | Speak to Sue?

Answer Ale

* 1 An Important Question

Stella  Hi Dad.

Pad Hi. What’s up?

Stella 1 have an important question to ask.
Pad OK. What do you want to know.
Stella  Well, can I get a new phone?

Pad Why? Is there something wrong with the one I got you a few
months ago?

Stefla  No. It’s fine.
Pad Then why do you need a new one?

Stella  All my friends are getting new ones. They laugh at the one I
have. They say it’s old-fashioned.
Pad But you picked it out yourself.

Dadi Let
Stefla 1 know. But fashions have changed.

I need to keep up.

Pad But it,ll change again in a few more
months, and then again a few
months later. I can’t just keep
buying you a new phone all the
time!

Stella 1 know. But, just this once, okay?
Pad No, I don't think so.

Stella 1 knew you would say that!

Questions

1. Which one do you agree with more, Stella or her father?

2. Do you have a phone? How long have you had it? How many phones
have you had in the last two years?

3. Do your parents always buy you a new one when you ask for it?

6 st COoll .
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e 2 Sound Poli*r

Teacher : Whose phone is that ringing? Is that yours, Tommy?

Tommy : Yes, sir. I'm sorry.
Teacher : Give it to me!
Tommy . OK. Here it is. Can I have itback at theendof class?

Teacher : No, you know what the rules are. I llgive it back toyou in a
month.

Tommy A month! That’snot fair.

Teacher  But you know what the rules are.

Tommy But this is my first offense. I just forgot to turn it off this time ,
because nobody ever calls me anyway.

Teacher : Then, since you never use it, 1115~ {Le tures/
you won't miss it for the next
month, will you?

Tommy But I need it to call other

people. And I have to let my
parents know where [ am.

Teacher : But the rule is, if a phone rings
in my class I keep it for a
month. I can’t treat you any
differently than anyone else
who has broken this rule, can I?

Questions

1. Do you think the teacher is being fair? If you were the teacher, what
would you do?

2. Do you usually take your phone to school? What are the school rules
about doing so?

3. What do your parents think about your having a cell phone?



LESSON Ol Can | Speak to Sue?

Answer Ale ———

« 3 Priva”™ OrUesjKHisiliility
Mom : Ralph! Who is Ronnie?
Ra/ph :He’sa friend. Why?
Mom :Why do you need to call him so often?
Ralph : We have a lot to talk about.
Mom : Ten times a day?
Ralph : Maybe. But how do you know how many times I talk to him?
Mom :1looked at the record of calls on your cell phone.

Ralph : Mom! That'snot right! This is my private business. It isn’'t any
of your concern who I talk to or how many times. Or even what

we talk about!

Mom :No I'm your mother. I have a responsibility to watch over you.

Ra/ph : But Im not doing anything wrong! ~ (s
I'm just talking to my friend, wE
that’s all!

Mom : ButIdon'’t know that. That’s
why I asked you. I want to
make sure you aren'’t in

trouble.

e Questions

1. Who is right? Why?
2. Have you ever had a similar experience? What happened? What did
you do?

3. Do you ever want to see other people's phone records? Why or why
not?
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4 letter From Dad

Michael [ got a wonderful surprise today.

Joan What was it?

Michael [ got a letter from my dad.

Joan A letter? Did he go someplace?

Michael No he’sright here, just like every day.

Joan Then why did he send you a letter? What did it say?

Michael Oh, nothing special. He just wanted me to know that he loves
me.

Joan Doesn'’t he ever tell you that at home?

Michael Of course he does!

Joan Then why did he send you a letter to tell you that?

Michael [ don’t know, but I think it,s
sweet. It,s very special. It's not

like getting an ordinary text
message or a phone call.

Joan Hmmmmmm. Maybe I should
write a letter to my mom and
tell her how much she means to
me. I bet she'll be surprised!

e Questions

1. Why do people seldom write letters any more?

2. Have you ever written a letter to a friend? What kind of message did it
contain?

3. Do you have a pen pal?



LESSON 01 Can | Speak to Sue?

Let s Talk Alore ———

e 1 No Call Bach

[ called Frank yesterday. I needed to find out if he has a sweater I lost.
I think it's at his house. But he didn’t answer my call, and he didn't
call me back. So I sent him a text message, and he didn't respond to
that, either. Now I,m very angry at him. I think he should have called
me back. That’s just common courtesy, don’t you think? I'm sure he’s

deliberately ignoring me for some reason. What should I do?

* Questions
1. Would you be angry if something like this happened to you? Explain
your answer

2. If someone calls you or leaves a text message, do you always call
back?

3. What are some possible reasons why Frank didn't answer or call back?
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* 2 Disconcerting

I went to the concert last night. The musicians were wonderful! But
people in the audience were not so terrific. Every few minutes,
somebody’s phone would go off, distracting me from the music. Even
worse than that, sometimes those rude people would actually talk on
their phones! I think this behavior is disgusting! I went to the concert
to enjoy the music, but it was constantly being

interrupted. I'm sure the

musicians were just as

upset as [ was, too. I can’t

understand how anyone

can be so discourteous

in public.

Whols paying attention to whaf?

Questions

1. Do you always Urn your phone off or put it on vibrate when you are in a
public place?
2. Why should people in public respect the privacy of others?

3. How do you behave if other people bother you with their private calls in
public? Do you ask them to be quiet or just ignore them?





